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Supervised Agricultural Experience Project

RCHS Ag Ed
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What is a SAE? 

SAE stands for Supervised Agricultural Experience and is a requirement for each student enrolled in an agriculture course at Cooper High School. It consists of any practical application of classroom concepts designed to provide real-life experiences and develop skills in any agriculture related area outside of normal classroom time. You will gain hands on training in record keeping, goal setting, planning and evaluating. Please keep in mind that you may have multiple SAE programs that fit under multiple categories!
Types of SAE programs for students:
Exploratory - Experience the big picture of agriculture and its many related careers. Job shadowing is good for beginning students or those unsure about an interest area. You may also develop a research paper on a specific career or topic of interest.
Research/Development - Conduct research on a specific topic of interest using the scientific method. Examples include crop variety trials, feed research on cattle, effectiveness of agricultural products, water quality testing, etc.
Placement - Work for an agribusiness, laboratory, farm or ranch in the community. May be paid or done for the experience. 

Entrepreneurship - Plan and operate an agricultural related business or enterprise. These are often more traditional types of SAEs such as growing corn, raising cattle, etc., but don’t be afraid to think outside the box when planning an entrepreneurship program.
Improvement – This SAE may include any work to improve your home or community. Examples could include planting flowers at a public place, helping with a Habitat for Humanity House, or helping out at a local food bank.
Benefits of having an SAE: 

· Real world experience
· Career preparation

· Earn, save, and invest money for the future

· Advanced degrees in FFA (Greenhand, Chapter, State, & American)

· Recognition through Proficiency Awards and Star Program

· Earn scholarships, trips, and prize money


Potential SAE/FFA Proficiency Topic Areas: 

Ag Communication, Research, Ag Mechanics, Processing, Ag Sales, Production Agriculture, Service, Technology, Science, Floriculture, Management, Landscaping, Nursery, Outdoor Recreation, Home/Community Development, Turf, Forestry, Small Animal Care, Wildlife, Horticulture, Natural Resources, Animal Health, Job Placement, Ag Science Fair, and more!


* Information related to proficiency/SAE areas can be found at https://www.ffa.org/participate/awards/proficiencies 
SAE Project Assignments & Due Dates for 2015-16
	Due Dates
	Assignment
	*Points Value

	September 30th
(1st Quarter)
	SAE Plan/Agreement
· Profile must be 100% complete in AET.

· Complete the “SAE Plan” section through AET and print a PDF of the plan. Get appropriate signatures before turning in!
· For entrepreneurship SAEs, a beginning inventory must be completed as well as plans for obtaining finances to begin project.
	100

	December 16th
(2nd Quarter)
	Mid-Year Progress Report
· Complete Mid-Year Progress Report form
· Update records in AET
· For entrepreneurship SAEs, complete closing inventory in AET (can be completed over winter break if changes are expected).
	100

	February 26th
(3rd Quarter)
	Proficiency or FFA Degree Application
· Update all records in AET. Please understand that your project may not be “complete” at this point, but this is a report on your progress.
· Complete application through AET. Make sure to complete all applicable areas.
	100

	April 29th
(4th Quarter)
	Project Presentations

· Utilize the Project Presentation Rubric for guidance.
· All visual aids are due to Mr. White on May 4th via email or jump drive. Point deductions will be assessed 5% for each day the visual aid is late.
· Presentations will begin on May 4th and continue until all are completed. You may present any time prior to May 4th.
	100

	May 13th
(4th Quarter)
	Project Reflection – Complete form and turn into instructor upon project completion.
	50

	Monthly
(1st of each month)
	Record Checks

· You are expected to update your SAE records and/or journals monthly. You may use class computers to complete these assignments.

· The instructor will do a quick check of records looking for the following:

1. Did you access the AET website?

2. Are records present in your AET account?

3. Are records current?
	10


* Each SAE project assignment will be recorded as a test grade during the appropriate quarter.
SAE Project Ideas
Many of these ideas were pulled from past student projects. These are meant to inspire your creativity for your SAE project though you may use any past ideas. More ideas for SAE projects can be found at www.cooperaged.yolasite.com/resources/SAE%20Ideas3.xls.
	
	Project Examples
	Possible “Products”
	FFA Connections

	Entrepreneurship
	· Build & sell bird feeders.
	· Video or live building demonstration

· Example feeders
	· Ag Demonstration Contests
· Entrepreneurship Proficiency Applications

· Ag Entrepreneurship Grants

· Ag Speaking Contests
· Risk Management Essay

· FFA Degree Advancement (State & American Degrees)
· Local or State Fair Displays and/or Livestock Shows

· SAE Grants

· Various Career Development Events

	
	· Make & sell corsages or floral arrangements.

	· Example corsages
	· 

	
	· Design and maintain websites for agricultural (and other) businesses.
	· Business Plan

· Example websites
	· 

	
	· Produce, raise, and/or sell livestock or companion animals.
	· Business Plan

· Journal of experience (daily/weekly)
	· 

	
	· Raise a vegetable garden, fruit crop, or field crop and sell the produce.
	· Journal of experiences
· Produce (depending on season!)

· Demonstration
	· 

	
	· Create value added agricultural products (honey, jams/jellies/preserves, cheeses, etc.) and sell them.
	· Actual product
· Video or live demonstration
	· 

	
	· Develop scented oils & waters and market them to possible customers.

	· Actual scented materials
· Business plan
	· 

	Exploratory
	· Determine the “best” college for a specific agricultural major.
	· Written report of findings
	· SAE Grants

· Ag Speaking Contests

· FFA Degree Advancement

· Local or State Fair Displays

· Various Career Development Events

	
	· Job shadow or volunteer at a veterinary clinic or animal shelter.
	· Journal of Experiences
	· 

	
	· Interview local farmers to determine a career area of interest.
	· Interview Records

· Summary of Findings
	· 

	
	· Research nutrition requirements of various breeds of dogs (or other animals).
	· Bibliography (Works Cited)

· Paper Outlining Findings
	· 

	
	· Identify, research, and teach a specific topic to the class (or other group).
	· Bibliography (Works Cited)

· Lesson Plan/Outline

· Video of Lesson Taught
	· 

	
	· Coordinate and conduct an ag safety camp (or other applicable agricultural topic).
	· Plan for camp

· Research & resources

· Scrapbook of completed camp
	· 

	Improvement
	· Repair fence on your farm.
	· Live or Video Fencing Demo
	· SAE Improvement Grants

· Ag Speaking Contests

· Research Proficiency Application (if applicable)
· FFA Degree Advancement
· Local or State Fair Displays

· Various Career Development Events

	
	· Construct a new dog kennel or other housing equipment for your animals.
	· Live or Video Construction Demonstration
	· 

	
	· Set up an applicable field trip for the class.
	· Plan for Field Trip

· Photo scrapbook of completed trip
	· 

	
	· Expand a current garden and prepare the land for planting.
	· Record of soil testing and description of process of amending the soil in the area
	· 

	
	· Repair a tractor or lawn mower than has been out of service.
	· Record of modifications made
· Class demo of specific activities
	· 

	
	· Help to re-sod or landscape your home.
	· Record of modifications made
· Journal of Experiences
	· 

	Placement
	· Assist at an animal boarding, grooming, or veterinary facility.
	· Journal of Experiences
· Proficiency Application
	· Placement Proficiency Application

· FFA Degree Advancement (State & American Degrees)

· Local or State Fair Displays

· Various Career Development Events

	
	· Volunteer at the humane society or animal shelter.
	· 
	· 

	
	· Work at any agriculture related business (farm, farm supply store, processor, retail outlet, pet supply store, sporting goods store, floral shop, etc.).
	· 
	· 

	
	· Work or assist at an agricultural processor (animal or feed processing).
	· 
	· 

	
	· Work or volunteer at one of the local parks (grounds maintenance, etc.)
	· 
	· 

	
	· Work at an ag equipment dealer or maintenance location.
	· 
	· 

	Research
	· Compare the effectiveness of different fishing lures.
	· Agriscience Fair Project
· Research Proficiency Application
· Data Log & Results

· Project Report/Summary
	· Agriscience Fair Project
· Research Proficiency Application

· SAE Research Grants

· Local or State Fair Displays

· Various Career Development Events

	
	· Compare the rate of gain for different feeds, animal breeds, etc.
	· 
	· 

	
	· Compare the effectiveness of different pesticides on insect populations on a crop.
	· 
	· 

	
	· Determine the effects of length or intensity of light exposure on plant growth/production.
	· 
	· 


